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“The Meta Garden: Growing the Future is all about 
championing nature-based solutions to climate 
change and how we can protect our wonderful  
British woodlands. We’ve seen a boom in enthusiastic 
plant-lovers across the UK during the pandemic. 
Individuals and communities coming together on 
places like Facebook Groups and Instagram to share 
their tips, get inspired, and educate themselves on 
how we can all learn from nature to make more 
sustainable decisions for our planet.”
Steve Hatch, VP Northern Europe, Meta

OUR DESIGNER
Joe Perkins started as a landscape gardener in 1996, working and 
living in the UK, France and Spain. He studied garden design at the 
Oxford College of Garden Design, graduating with distinction in 2002. 
As a garden designer and landscaper Joe has been involved with 
creating Chelsea show gardens for the last 12 years. Joe won  
three awards with his Chelsea debut for Facebook in 2019 with  
The Facebook Garden: Beyond the Screen, including an RHS Gold 
medal, Best Construction and the coveted Best in Category, a first  
for any Chelsea Flower Show newcomer. In 2012 Joe graduated from 
Greenwich University with an MA in Landscape Architecture. He is  
a Registered Member of the Society of Garden Designers (MSGD).

THE META 
GARDEN:  
GROWING  
THE FUTURE
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We are proud to be working with the National 
Forest to rehome the garden at the Conkers 
Discovery Centre in Moira, in the heart of the 
National Forest, after the show. 
Our partnership is part of the Queen’s Green Canopy initiative, 
which is focused on planting trees across the UK to celebrate  
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

At its new home, The Meta Garden: Growing the Future will be 
available to the 250,000 people who visit Conkers in the heart  
of the National Forest each year. The National Forest has 
transformed 200 square miles of the Midlands by planting  
nine million trees and reaching 22% forest coverage. 

The rehoming will also support the communities involved with 
the National Forest, with the garden being cared for by local 
volunteers. It poses an opportunity for visitors to see how the 
garden’s resources are being reused, improve the environment, 
and offer a new outdoor learning space in the heart of the 
National Forest.

OUR PARTNERSHIP 
WITH THE NATIONAL 
FOREST

“This is a forest of people, as  
much as trees, and is a forest  
for everyone. We are stronger 
growing together, as an entity, like 
the forest itself and the unseen 
mycelium that underpins its 
biodiversity. The networks of the 
National Forest are strong, and are 
essential to the changes we have 
seen over the past 30 years 
working with partners to create 
the Forest. We believe in the 
power of trees to transform 
people’s lives and the landscape, 
and are excited to see Joe 
Perkins’s Meta garden relocated 
to the Forest. Many more people 
will be able to see it here and  
enjoy his interpretation of our 
interdependence through a  
forest-inspired garden.”

John Everitt, Chief Executive  
of the National Forest Company
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The Meta Garden: Growing the Future 
has been designed to highlight the critical 
role of nature-based solutions, such as 
tree planting and forest management,  
in tackling climate change.

Featuring a complex pavilion structure 
inspired by the interactions between 
the mycorrhizal network and its host 
tree’s roots, the garden is intended  
to be an immersive experience that 
reminds us of the urgent need to 
redress the balance of our relationship 
with the natural world.

The central seating area is sunk into  
the environment with a rising woodland 
edge of trees behind, and a stylised 
meadow in front. The garden 
showcases the beauty and versatility of 
timber, and makes use of a naturalistic, 
future-proofed planting palette, which 
takes its inspiration from the British 
countryside and conjures a tranquil  
and intriguing atmosphere.

At its heart, The Meta Garden: 
Growing the Future is a celebration  
of communities in all their forms  
and sizes: woodland-wide and 
microscopic, individual and collective.

The role of communities in tackling the 
climate change effort is essential: not 
just those in nature, but our local 
communities and the many online 
communities across Facebook Groups 
and Instagram through which we can 
share knowledge, promote accurate 
information, discover and exchange 
inspiring ideas, and celebrate individual 
efforts, big or small, to preserve our 
wonderful British woodlands.

Designed to emphasise  
the inseparable connection 
between plants and fungi 
within woodland ecosystems, 
this garden is inspired by the 
complex mycelium networks 
that connect and support 
woodland life. 

BEHIND THE 
GARDEN
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Horticultural Therapy UK
This Group brings together horticultural therapists and individuals who are disadvantaged 
by age, circumstance, or ability who share the belief that horticulture can help tackle 
stress and improve mental health.

Incredible Edible Leamington Spa 
This urban gardening project was originally set up in Todmorden, and aims to increase the 
amount of free local food grown and eaten in town. The project now boasts over 100 groups 
worldwide, and the Leamington Spa group organises the growing of free food in three public 
gardens in the area. 

Plant Swap London 
Don’t want to re-pot, or looking for some fresh shoots? Plant Swap London was formed  
with the belief that every plant should be loved and have the right home. The group has  
a strict ‘no selling’ policy – plants are only swapped or given away freely.

BRITAIN’S GREEN 
FINGERED GROUPS
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Greener Growth 
Greener Growth is a community group that takes neglected areas and makes them 
food-producing and biodiversity-enhancing, working with ex-offenders, prisoners  
and children, with the aim of helping personal wellbeing through tending to nature.

More than 2.4 million people in the UK are part of one of the 17,700 
Facebook groups related to gardening, conservation, and nature. 
People are coming together to share tips, get inspired, and educate 
each other on how to learn from nature to make more sustainable 
decisions for our planet.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2079684235602381
https://www.facebook.com/groups/211057672800880
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1604364109594642
https://www.facebook.com/groups/greenergrowth


Adiantum aleuticum (Mariesii)

Asplenium trichomanes

Blechnum spicant

Dryopteris dilatata

Polystichum setiferum Plumosomultilobum

Woodwardia radicans

Alopecurus pratensis (Meadow Foxtail)

Anthoxanthum odoratum

Briza media Golden Bee

Carex divulsa (Grey Sedge)

Carex grayi

Carex remota

Luzula ‘Snowflake’

Melica ciliata

Ruscus aculeatus

Perennials

Acanthus Rue Ledan

Allium cowanii

Aquilegia vulgaris ‘Kurdistanica’

Aquilegia vulgaris

Cardamine pratensis (Ladies Smock)

Caulophyllum thalictroides (Blue Cohosh)

Centaurea cyanus Black Ball

Centaurea cyanus Blue Boy

Daucus carota ‘Dara’

Digitalis purpurea

Disporopsis pernyi

Disporum smithii

Disporum Green Giant

Dodecatheon meadia

Echium vulgare ‘Blue Bedder’

Euphorbia amygdaloides var. robbiae

Fragaria vesca

Galium odoratum

PLANT LIST

Galium verum (Lady’s Bedstraw)

Geranium pratense Mrs Kendall Clark

Geum ‘Bell Bank’

Geum rivale ‘Tales of Hex’

Geum rivale ‘Leonard’s Variety’

Gillenia trifoliata

Gladiolus byzantinus

Linnaea borealis

Lychnis flos-cuculi

Melittis melissophyllum  
Royal Velvet Distinction

Nectaroscordum siculum

Orchis mascula (Early Purple Orchid)

Ornithogalum nutans

Ornithogalum pyrenaicum

Ornithogalum umbellatum

Papaver somniferum Black Peony

Papaver somniferum Lauren’s Grape

Persicaria bistorta Superba

Polygonatum multiflorum

Primula veris

Ranunculus acris citrinus

Rumex acetosa (Sorrel)

Saxifraga granulata (Meadow Saxifrage)

Selaginella kraussiana

Silene dioica (Red Campion)

Silene latifolia (White Campion)

Synthyris missurica stellata

Taenidia integerrima (Yellow Pimpernel)

Trollius europaeus Superbus

Trollius Lemon Queen

Viola Cornuta Etain

Viola cornuta Icy but Spicy

Viola palustris
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The Meta Garden: Growing the Future features almost 3,000 
plants, both native to the UK and from around the world.



FLEX YOUR GREEN FINGERS
— Looking to swap some plants with  people near you?

— Hoping to demystify propagation  and re-potting?

— Want to get your kids out into the garden to explore?

— Want to play a part in protecting our local woodlands?

We invite you to come together across Facebook Groups 
and Instagram to share your tips, get inspired, and educate 
each other on how we can all learn from nature to make 
more sustainable decisions for our planet.

DISCOVER YOUR NETWORK
— Go to Instagram

— Go to Explore Page

— Search for a key word or hastag

— Go to Facebook

— Click on Groups

— Click on Discover

Search Groups for key words, topics, or communities 
you’re interested in, from the wonderful to the curious, 
from round the corner to the other end of the country.

CONTACT DETAILS
Joe Perkins  
Landscape Architect,  
www.joeperkinsdesign.com 
info@joeperkinsdesign.com 

Meta 
UK press team 
UKComms@fb.com

National Forest 
For National Forest enquiries,  
contact enquiries@nationalforest.org

With special thanks to designers & makers:
Main Contractor: The Landscaping Consultants Pavilion Collaboration:  
Farshad Khazei, Béla Banati, Judit Zajacz, Bodó Banati, SA-FA Design  
Hyphae Feature: Cinimod Studio, Sacha Molyneaux & LED Flex Furniture: 
Johnson Bespoke Pots: Torc Pots Art : Amanda Cobbett Plantspeople: Alyson 
Hamilton & Christine Poppelwell Water Feature: Water Artisans Suppliers: 
Kelways Plants, Deepdale Trees, Ashwells Timber, English Woodlands Timber,  
Landscape Plus, CED Stone, Collingwood Lighting

http://www.joeperkinsdesign.com
mailto:info%40joeperkinsdesign.com?subject=
mailto:UKComms%40fb.com?subject=
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